EQUALITY AND INCLUSION 
ANNEX 6
1.
Introduction
It is the county council’s policy to carry out a full Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) on its services and on new policies.  This involves assessing the service or policy’s potential impact on people according to the following categories: gender, race, disability, religion, age, and sexual orientation, and on their human rights.  It further involves assessing the impact on social inclusion.
The design of a particular scheme could not be described as a service or a policy, and so a full EQIA is not required. However, this annex provides a brief assessment of the scheme with regard to equality and inclusion, according to the above categories.
2.
Main features of the scheme
· New bus gate
· Improvements to the footways
· New street furniture and planting
· Replacing the subway with a pedestrian crossing
· Changes to bus and coach stop arrangements
· Changes to parking and loading arrangements
3.
Potential impact of the scheme

The changes proposed are not considered to have any potential adverse impacts on people according to their gender, sexual orientation, race or religion, or to affect any person’s human rights.
The potential impacts of each of the main scheme features on people due to age, disability and social inclusion are summarized in Table 1.

The removal of the cycle lane, in conjunction with the 20mph limit, is not considered to have any potential adverse impacts on people according to any of the above factors.

4.
Consultation and stakeholder involvement
A range of groups and organisations representing vulnerable road users including elderly and disabled people were consulted.  These included:

	Transport for All

	Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action

	Oxfordshire Association for the Blind

	Oxford Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre

	Oxfordshire Learning Disability Partnership Board

	Mobilise

	Children's Disabilities Service

	Alzheimer's Society

	Oxford Carer's Centre

	Students with disabilities officer, Oxford Brookes University Student Union

	Age Concern Oxfordshire

	Oxfordshire County Older People's Panel

	Oxfordshire Low vision Services Committee

	Sensory Impairment Team

	Oxford Access Forum

	Oxford City Council Access Officer

	Talking Newspaper Service


Officers will seek advice from these organisations as necessary during the detailed design stage, and they will be included in any formal consultations required.

Table 1 Potential equality impacts of the scheme

	Main scheme feature
	Age
	Disability (including age related disability)
	Social inclusion

	Bus gate
	Neutral
	Neutral
	Positive – will particularly benefit those without access to a car.

	Improvements to the footways
	Positive – will remove some of the level changes which are a trip hazard or even a barrier, particularly for elderly people.
	Positive – will remove some of the level changes which are awkward or even a barrier for people with mobility problems, especially wheelchair users.
	Positive in terms of the benefits for elderly and disabled people who will benefit directly from the removal of level changes.

Additionally the improvements will create a better space for social interaction.

	New street furniture and planting
	The detail will be discussed with local community representatives to ensure that the overall impact is positive. For example, elderly people have said they prefer seats with backs, and more of these could be provided.
	Overall positive – the scheme will rationalise street furniture and reduce street clutter which can be an obstacle for disabled people, especially those who are visually impaired.

The detail will be discussed with groups representing disabled people.
	Positive – the improvements will create a better space for social interaction.

	Replacing the subway with a pedestrian crossing.
	Overall positive for elderly people, due to the provision of a level pedestrian crossing, where people can cross safely without being out of sight, and without having to negotiate ramps, which can lead to slips and falls – a particular hazard for the elderly.  The impact may be negative for children, whose parents may be more confident in allowing them to cross the road unsupervised via the subway than they would using a crossing, but they would in any case need to learn how to use a pelican crossing at other locations.
	Overall positive, due to the provision of a level, pedestrian crossing, where people can cross safely without having to negotiate ramps, which can be difficult for people in wheelchairs and people with mobility problems.  A pelican crossing with an audible signal and rotating cones would continue to provide a safe crossing point for people with sensory impairments.
	Positive – with contribute to the improvements that will create a better space for social interaction.

	Changes to bus and coach stop arrangements
	Positive: Bus stops will have raised kerbs to assist boarding.  Reduced congestion at bus stops should also make it easier to board. There are no changes recommended to bus services. The maximum distance that any bus or coach stop would be moved is less than 100m.  The westbound coach stop (alighting only) would move to the east of Windmill Road, which may slightly inconvenience some people, but benefit others.
	Positive: Bus stops will have raised kerbs to assist boarding.  Reduced congestion at bus stops should also make it easier to board. There are no changes recommended to bus services. The maximum distance that any bus or coach stop would be moved is less than 100m.  The westbound coach stop (alighting only) would move to the east of Windmill Road, which may slightly inconvenience some people, but benefit others.
	Positive – the improvements will particularly benefit people without access to a car. 

	Parking and loading arrangements
	Neutral
	Positive – five new disabled parking spaces are proposed on London Road within the shopping area – currently there is none.  
	Neutral
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